[Peripheral NK/T-cell lymphoma].
Peripheral T-cell lymphomas comprise 8% of the malignant lymphomas in Germany. About 25% of these cases present primarily in extranodal localizations. Such localizations are typical for the respective disease and form the basis for the classification of extranodal peripheral T-cell lymphoma. The morphology, immunophenotype and lineage specificity of the tumor cells (originating from T- or NK-cells) is only secondary for the classification. Extranodal NK/T-cell lymphomas of the nasal type are characterized by an angiocentric growth pattern and large confluent areas of necrosis. In addition, there is a clonal infection by Epstein-Barr virus in the T-lymphocytes. In the differential diagnosis, B-cell lymphomas are more frequent at all localizations than T- or NK-cell lymphomas.